
Raising the Roof – Note on the Koch Prize essays 
Below are excerpts from a forthcoming IEA book containing the best entries from 
the 2018 Richard Koch Breakthrough Prize. 

Ben Clements: Land Purchase Act – Koch Breakthrough Prize Winner     

This essay proposes a “Land Purchase Act”, a market-based policy designed to help provide 
housing especially for the less well off, and to allow private and individual developers to 
build the styles of houses they want, intended to increase home-ownership for the young 
especially. 

Stephen Ashmead: Presumed permission: A self-build framework for local development 
rights – Highly Commended Prize Winner       

The essay suggests that a framework of permitted new-builds and permitted development 
rights would allow self-builders in particular to fast-track their planning applications, with a 
presumption that people can build their own homes unless they are demonstrably 
inappropriate for their community. The framework would be incorporated into local plans, for 
homes to be built to vernacular styles and blended into the local environment, increasing 
local powers over development and overcoming Nimbyism. 

Daniel Pycock and Charles Shaw: Simplified Planning Zones and the realignment of 
fiscal incentives – Highly Commended Prize Winner   

This essay outlines how the UK’s land-use policies and fiscal incentives distort the housing 
market, while the planning system adversely affects housebuilding and home-ownership. 
Most policies to date have been ineffective and welfare-reducing, if not outright amplifying 
the problems themselves. 

The essay proposes a system of Simplified Planning Zones to eliminate the need for land-use 
planning permission and exclude Section 106 and other requirements from planning 
permission. Elsewhere, it suggests the realignment of fiscal incentives at local level to 
encourage local authorities to approve applications. 

Thomas Schaffner: Planning to the people: how a system of “Transferable Development 
Rights” could replace the green belt – Student Prize Winner    

The UK’s housing shortage can best be characterised as deficiency in supply due to the high 
cost of development. A proportion of this cost can be attributed to the price of land, kept 
artificially high by planning measures like the green belt.  

With comprehensive liberalisation of the land market not currently politically viable, policies 
need to maintain the protected status of swathes of land, while finding a way to increase the 
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availability of buildable areas. The essay proposes a system of Transferable Development 
Rights in response, to “compensate” those affected by development on green belt land and 
which local authorities could use to incentivise construction of affordable housing.  

William Watts & Luke McWatters: Taking on Established Interests: A New Approach 
to Land to Solve the Housing Shortage – School Prize Winner     

The proposed Land and Liberty Act would remove green belt designation completely, freeing 
up land for development in areas of high value and high demand around major urban centres, 
especially by changing land use on agricultural land towards construction, while withdrawing 
the agricultural subsidies which misdirect land-use.  

Rohan Chaturvedi: Market Liberation Act        
The essay’s market-based solution is the Market Liberation Act (MLA), whose three-step 
aims are to loosen the burdens on house-building corporations, to deregulate, and to introduce 
tax-relief incentives, to generate both innovation and supply. 

Gintas Vilkelis: Localism 2.0 Reform         

There are several obstacles in the way of new housing construction, of which local opposition 
to new housing projects is perhaps the hardest to overcome, because no market-based 
mechanisms are available for meaningfully compensating current residents for the potential 
financial downside and inconvenience caused by new housing. 

‘Localism 2.0 Reform’ aims for local authorities to operate more like ‘independent 
businesses’, with greater freedom to generate income and decide how it is spent, including to 
provide them with compensation for house-building. 

Calvin Chan: A Supply Side Answer to the Housing Crisis: False Impressions and True 
Solutions 

This essay suggests aiming for low-density housing on green belt land, and restructuring 
fiscal incentives to encourage more approvals for residential development. With the shortage 
of supply the primary cause of the housing crisis, the most straightforward solution consists 
of expanding the housing stock, in part by altered institutional arrangements. The essay also 
offers suggestions on how to accommodate the concerns of people opposed to more building, 
to help deal with what the author regards as Britain’s most urgent crisis. 
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