
Publications and Events
THE PARAGON INITIATIVE will put every area of government activity under the microscope.

This co-ordinated and comprehensive programme will feature scores of new publications, events, films 
and targeted communications that will reach policymakers, practitioners and opinion-formers alike.

Together, they will identify what government should – and shouldn’t – be doing.  And they’ll provide 
clear and considered solutions to the UK’s problems as we create a blueprint for a better, freer Britain.  

Below are just some of the publications and events in THE PARAGON INITIATIVE pipeline.

 

A Paragon publication

FEDERAL BRITAIN: the case for decentralisation
Philip Booth
Publication date: November 2015

The UK has the most centralised system of government amongst major economies. 
This results in poorer services, lower economic growth and higher taxes. We have 
also developed an approach to devolution that is both incoherent and unstable. 

FEDERAL BRITAIN proposes an entirely new set of constitutional arrangements.  

It suggests the UK should develop a federal structure of government – with only a small number of 
functions such as defence and border control being determined at the UK level. All other functions 
would be the ultimate responsibility of individual nations within the UK. 

Author Philip Booth also proposes further radical decentralisation: Local government should become 
responsible for a much wider range of functions and raise the revenue to finance them. 

In areas such as health and education, the government role would be diminished further as parents, 
families and civil society institutions are provided with finance to directly procure their own services. 

FEDERAL BRITAIN provides a radical plan to completely change the nature of government in the UK 
– a plan that would return power to the people and reverse the trend of centralisation dating back to 
World War I.

 



A Paragon event

WHITEHALL, TOWN HALL
AND THE FOUR NATIONS:
Who should run what?
Date: 4 November 2015, 6.30pm 

This fascinating discussion on devolution and decentralisation of 
power will:

• Examine the economic costs and benefits of further devolution to Scotland, Wales  
 and Northern Ireland

• Discuss the radical devolution of tax raising and spending powers to local government

• Explore the economic and political benefits of Scottish independence

• Debate whether a federal United Kingdom should be created

Featuring:

Dr Angus Armstrong, Director of Macroeconomics, National Institute of Economic and Social Research; 
Professor Philip Booth, Editorial and Programme Director, IEA; Isabel Hardman, Assistant Editor, 
The Spectator (chair); Tommy Sheppard MP, SNP Spokesman for the Cabinet Office; Member of 
the National Council of the Scottish Independence Convention; Matthew Sinclair, Senior Consultant, 
Europe Economics; Co-author of Slicing up the public sector: A radical proposal for devolution. 

Venue: IEA, 2 Lord North Street, London, SW1 (door on Great Peter Street) 

To attend: email iea@iea.org.uk or call 020 7799 8900.

A Paragon publication

DIAGNOSIS: OVERRATED
An analysis of the structural flaws
of the NHS
Kristian Niemietz
Publication date: November 2015 

The NHS is revered, yet this paper shows that in many ways it lags 
behind the health systems of comparable countries on outcomes, 

efficiency, waiting times and patient choice. 

This paper systematically reviews how the NHS suffers from a lack of competition and accountability, 
and addresses the economic problems associated with tax-funding, PAYGO funding, politicisation and 
more. 

 



A Paragon event

THE PROBLEMS AND CHALLENGES
FACING THE NHS
Date: 12 November 2015, 6.30pm 

This panel discussion will address the challenges likely to face the 
NHS in the coming months and years.

Topics will include:

• The NHS’ ability to adapt to an ageing population with different health needs – and the  
 funding implications

• The Health Service’s poor outcomes compared to other developed western countries

• The increasing politicisation of the NHS

Panellists will include: James Bartholomew, Author of The Welfare of Nations; Lord Bichard 
KCB, Chair, Social Care Institute for Excellence; Ryan Bourne, Head of Public Policy, IEA (chair);  
Dr Kristian Niemietz, Head of Health and Welfare, IEA.

Venue: IEA, 2 Lord North Street, London, SW1 (door on Great Peter Street) 

To attend: email iea@iea.org.uk or call 020 7799 8900.

A Paragon publication

ABOLISHING NETWORK RAIL
Richard Wellings
Publication date: January 2016 

This discussion paper looks at taking the state out of running the 
UK’s rail tracks.

It will provide a critique of the current structure of the rail industry, 
assessing both the positive and negative aspects of separating track from train. 

Drawing on transaction cost economics, it will argue for a reform programme that would increase the 
efficiency of the sector and reduce taxpayer subsidies. 

 



Paragon publications: Also in 2016

Topics for Paragon books and papers in the coming year include: 

The Labour Market 
This Paragon paper will examine the problems of labour market 
regulation in the UK.

At the same time, it will map out what the role of the state should be 
in regulating employment. It will identify practical policy steps and 
suggest reforms to a range of egregious regulations.

The future of the BBC 
This paper will provide a comprehensive look at the future of the 
BBC, questioning the justification for public service broadcasting.  

It will ask whether the BBC is biased; examine how the corporation 
affects competition in the broader media market and assess the 
potential benefits of privatising the BBC – with the corporation 
responsible for raising its own funds.

 

 

Universal healthcare without the NHS
This Paragon publication will take an extensive look at health reform 
and put forward a free-market alternative to the NHS. 

It will also outline a range of practical steps which could enhance 
the discovery process within the current NHS framework.  

This would help meet the challenges associated with an ageing 
population and technological developments in healthcare, whilst 
providing patients with more choice and autonomy.

 

 



The Arts 
This discussion paper will challenge the economic and political 
arguments in favour of government funding of the arts, and make 
the case for returning this government function back to markets and 
civil society.

It will likely conclude that government involvement in the arts should 
be limited to school-age education, procurement of art for public 
buildings and providing a framework for the protection of genuine 
areas of national heritage.

Migration Policy 
An examination of the damaging economic consequences of 
migration controls.  

This paper will identify the current failures of UK policy and make  
the case for moves towards more open borders – whilst 
acknowledging ‘keyhole solutions’ which may be necessary to 
address public concerns on integration, national security, the impact 
on public services and a shortage of housing.

Childcare and Pre-Primary Education 
This Paragon paper will examine the economic arguments and 
problems associated with creeping state involvement in the  
childcare sector. 

It will examine how conflicting government objectives have led to 
confused childcare policy in the UK. It will argue that the childcare 
market should be responsive to the needs of parents, not politicians 
or the education lobby. 

 



Social Housing 
This paper will provide an overview of the state of the social housing 
sector. 

It will make the case for less state involvement in social housing, 
including attempts to impose Help to Buy on housing associations.

 

 



Paragon publications: Further ahead

Topics scheduled to be covered between 2017 and 2020 include:
• Lifestyle regulation 
• Research in higher education
• Industrial and regional policy
• Foreign development aid
• Road privatisation 
• Social care 
• Education 
• Welfare for those who cannot work 
• Defence procurement and spending 
• Culture, media, sport and religion 
• Prisons 
• Privatisation of state-owned assets 
• Mass transit 
• Housing policy, including housing welfare 
• Land-use planning 
• Airports and air transport 
• Higher education funding 
• Criminal justice policy 
• Welfare for those who can work but are unemployed
• Welfare for families and children 
• Welfare for pensioners
• Environmental policy and pollution
• Environmental policy and waste management
• Energy policy
• Financial regulation
• Consumer regulation
• Banking regulation
• Policing
• Border control 

In addition, there will be long-term reports on: 

• What does the state now look like? 
• Macroeconomic policy in a slimmed down state 
• Management of core functions: a restructuring of Whitehall 
• Regulatory policy in a slimmed down state 
• Constitutionally limiting the growth of government

Please note, this leaflet is intended to act as a guide to publications and events planned as part 
of THE PARAGON INITIATIVE.  All titles, topics, timings, events, authors and participants may be 
subject to change.
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